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Oakengates  Urban  District  Council. 


This  Annual  Report  shows  little  change  in  character  from 
that  of  the  preceding  year  with  the  exception  that  there  is  some 
slight  diminution  in  the  scope  of  the  survey. 

The  control  of  diphtheria  prophylaxis  has  passed  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  the  County  Authority  and  reference  to  this 
has  been  omitted  :  Ambulance  Service,  which  has  followed  a 
similar  course  is,  however,  directed  locally  and  a  note  in  this 
relation  has  been  included.  Notice  is  also  taken  of  the  provision 
for  report  of  the  occurrence  of  outbreaks  of  illness  attributed  to 
food  poisoning  and  from  which  this  district  enjoyed  complete 
freedom. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

A  survey  of  returns  under  this  section  shows  that  only  a 
skeleton  summation  is  the  result.  It  is  now  time  that  this  Authority 
drew  the  attention  of  Local  Medical  Practitioners  to  their  statutory 
obligations  in  relation  to  infectious  diseases  as  under  present 
working.  Doctors  in  this  area  give  notice  of  infectious  diseases 
more  often  than  not  when  they  are  in  need  of  further  assistance 
only.  Your  attention  has  already  been  directed  to  this  deficiency. 
In  passing  it  will  be  noted  the  complete  freedom  from  diphtheria 
and  infantile  paralysis. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Births. 

Under  this  section  it  will  be  noted  that  the  rate  for  both 
births  and  deaths  closely  approximated  to  that  of  England  and 
Wales. 

General  Deaths. 

This  rate  is  above  that  generally  prevailing  and  the  high 
incidence  of  fatal  cases  of  cancer  is  worth  noting. 

Tuberculosis, 

The  total  on  the  Register  is  constant  with  that  of  last  year  : 
generally  over  the  larger  area  a  rise  has  been  noted.  The  rate  of 
mortality  in  this  group  compares  favourably  with  that  of  the 
Country. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Still  the  main  problem  of  the  Authority  is  that  of  Housing 
and  every  endeavour  by  means  of  traditional  and  other  methods 
has  been  tried  to  secure  the  betterment  of  local  living  conditions. 
A  systematic  incursion  into  the  problem  of  dealing  with  homes 
in  grade  4  standard  is  being  attempted  as,  in  dealing  with  such 
new  houses  as  have  already  come  to  hand  the  overflowing  claimants 
made  this  almost  unnecessary.  The  Council  will  appreciate  that  in 
adopting  a  system  at  the  onset  it  will  be  redundant  and  also 
extremely  difficult  to  dogmatise  on  the  degree  of  variance  which 
occurs  in  the  homes  which  fall  into  this  grade.  With  this  advance 
in  housing  the  Authority  also  has  in  mind  the  requirements  of 
main  services  and  plans  to  deal  with  such  by  improvements, 
enlargements,  or  if  need  be,  complete  renovations. 

In  presenting  this  Report  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  his  Colleagues  for  their  courtesy  and 
continuous  co-operation  in  the  working  of  the  Department  and  in 
the  compilation  of  this  Report. 

SECTION  “  A.” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,329 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  . .  10,960 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,180 

Rateable  Value  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  £37,659 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  . .  . .  . .  £142 

Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  population)  . .  . .  4*7 

Population  and  Social  Conditions. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  mid  summer  population 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  slight  rise.  This  is  in  keeping  with 
the  return  shown  locally  in  the  County. 

In  earlier  reports  the  geographical  and  industrial  amenities 
of  the  area  have  been  noted  and  the  same  facilities  for  work  and 
recreation  are  still  available. 

The  main  deterrent  from  progress  in  the  district  is  the  heavy 
liability  in  the  housing  field.  This  has  been  a  drag  on  successive 
councils  for  many  years  and  would  appear  not  yet  to  be  in  sight 
of  being  overcome. 

However,  a  step  has  been  taken  in  the  direction  of  eliminating 
particularly  poor  quality  buildings  and  in  the  meantime  it  is 
again  stressed  that  the  opportunity  should  be  taken  of  trying  to 
develop  centrally  in  the  district  :  it  may  be  noted  that  most  of 
the  new  homes  have  been  raised  at  the  boundaries  of  the  area  and 
this  is  not  good  for  local  trade  and  enterprise. 
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The  town  is  well  provided  for  in  local  sports  and  entertain¬ 
ments  for  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  it  is  felt  that  there  is  need  for 
light  entertainment  in  the  way  of  band  concerts  for  the  benefit 
of  such  dwellers  who  on  the  Sunday  would  not  conscientiously  be 
prepared  to  indulge  in  cinema  going  or  to  take  part  in  more  robust 
sports,  but  who  at  the  same  time  feel  the  need  for  pleasurable 
diversion. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births. 


Le  gitimate 

Ill  egitimate 

Males. 

84 

6 

Females. 

94 

3 

Totals. 

178 

9 

Totals  . . 

90 

97 

187 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . .  . .  17-1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England  and 

Wales)  . 17.9 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males. 

Females. 

5 

Totals. 

5 

Totals  . . 

— 

5 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  . .  . .  26 

Deaths. 


Males .  Females. 

Total  number  of  deaths  . .  79  72 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales) 
Infantile  Mortality. 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births 
All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  (England  and  Wales) 
Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  Legitimate  Births 
Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  Illegitimate  Births 

Males. 


Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths  : 

Legitimate  . .  . .  3 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  — 

Deaths  from  :  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Totals. 

151 

..  13-8 

. .  10-8 

. .  37-4 

. .  34  0 

. .  39-3 


Females. 

4 


27 

1 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  there  was  one  death. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles  . . 

••  ••  ••  •  • 

Diphtheria 
Maternal  Causes 

•  •  ••  •  • 

Cancer  . . 

••  ••  ••  •  • 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Disturbances 
Respiratory  Diseases 

Influenza  .  *  * 

Nephritis  . . 

Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Malformati 
Diabetes .  . 

*  *  ••  ••  •• 

Abdominal  Disease 
Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Violence 


ons 


4 

1 


27 

22 

60 

15 

1 

4 

4 
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SECTION  “  B.” 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Ambulance  Service. 

The  joint  ambulance  service  has  been  based  on  a  Depot  at 
Farm  Lane,  Donnington  and  serviced  by  one  whole-time  and  a 
part-time  driver,  together  with  two  attendants,  taking  a  rota  duty 
so  that  there  is  available  throughout  the  24  hours  a  fully  equipped 
ambulance  with  driver  and  attendant. 

From  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
Salop  County  Council  assumed  control  of  the  service,  a  local  sub¬ 
committee  has  been  formed  consisting  of  two  members  from  each 
council  in  the  area,  with  representatives  from  Newport,  Wellington 
and  Shifnal,  together  with  representatives  from  the  County 
Council. 

The  existing  depot  at  Donnington  is  used,  the  number  of 
vehicles  increasing  to  three  and  full  time  drivers,  three,  with 
three  part  time  attendants.  In  addition  one  vehicle,  part-time 
driver  and  attendant  is  stationed  at  Shifnal. 

The  scheme  is  subject  to  review  in  the  light  of  experience  in 
July,  1949. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  cases  carried 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  under  the  names  of  con¬ 
stituent  members. 
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Dawley  U.D.C. 


36 

56 

167 

14 


Oakengates  U.D.C. 
Wellington  R.D.C. 
Other  Authorities 


Total 


275 


The  total  mileage  run  for  all  cases  was  10,328  miles  and  for 
cases  in  the  Urban  District,  1,680  miles. 

Home  Helps. 

Under  this  heading  a  scheme  for  helps  to  the  housewife,  who 
requires  help  during  sickness,  has  been  started  by  the  W.V.S.  in 
association  with  the  Salop  County  Council. 

This  new  service  is  progressing  well  in  the  Wellington  U.D.C., 
R.D.C. ,  Newport,  and  it  might  be  that  the  authority  would  feel 
that  benefit  could  be  obtained  from  such  similar  working  locally. 

Mortuary  Service. 

The  preliminary  discussions  between  Wellington  Rural, 
Dawley  Urban  and  this  Authority  with  a  view  to  establishing  a 
Joint  Mortuary  in  an  existing  building  at  Farm  Lane,  Donnington, 
progressed  during  the  year  and  agreement  reached  for  its  pro¬ 
vision. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  sorely  needed  facility  for  the  area  will  be 
established  early  in  the  coming  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SEC.  50. 
Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

The  Act  imposes  on  County  District  Councils  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  making  arrangements  for  the  burial  or  cremation  of  any 
person  who  dies  or  is  found  dead  in  the  district  and  where  no 
arrangements  are  made  privately. 

The  Council  delegated  this  duty  to  an  Undertaker  under  the 
direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

No.  of  Parishes  in  district.  5. 

No.  of  Parishes  where  refuse  is  collected.  5. 

Frequency.  Weekly. 

Methods  of  collection  (direct  labour  or  contract).  Direct 
labour. 

Mechanised  or  horse  transport  ?  Mechanised. 

Methods  of  disposal  (tipping  or  incineration).  Controlled 


tipping. 


Dustbins. 

Is  controlled  tipping  in  operation  ?  Yes. 
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General  Observations. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  out  weekly  by  the  Local 
Authority  over  the  whole  district. 

House  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  the  White  Horse 
recreation  site,  the  purpose  is  to  reclaim  the  land  to  permit  the 
site  to  be  developed  for  sports  and  recreation.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  keep  down  nuisances  by  burying  offensive  refuse  and 
covering  it  with  innocuous  material. 

Spraying  with  insecticide  is  undertaken  as  a  routine  in  the 
summer  months  to  keep  pests  down.  Also  a  contract  with  the 
County  Council  has  been  entered  into  for  destroying  rats. 

The  absence  of  general  complaints  appear  to  indicate  that 
this  service  has  been  well  maintained  and  vitally  contributes  to 
the  health  and  well  being  of  the  residents. 

Attention  will  be  directed  to  abolishing  existing  ash  pits  in 
the  district. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out 
each  month  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Removal. 


Month. 

Dust 

bins 

emptied. 

A  shpits 
emptied. 

Number 
of  pail 
closets 
emptied. 

Number 

of, 

privies 

emptied. 

Total 

number 

of 

loads. 

January 

9,113 

12 

1,123 

109 

136 

February 

8,431 

10 

1,229 

82 

92 

March  .  . 

8,126 

23 

1,375 

104 

105 

April  .  . 

9,949 

19 

1,296 

86 

241 

May  . . 

7,388 

5 

1,286 

66 

91 

June  .  . 

9,461 

27 

1,409 

48 

126 

July  . . 

10,265 

17 

1,166 

100 

104 

August 

7,171 

14 

1,302 

58 

115 

Sept.  . . 

11,334 

11 

1,183 

134 

108 

October 

10,021 

13 

1,141 

41 

90 

November 

11,543 

7 

1,419 

104 

84 

December 

8,642 

11 

1,226 

50 

85 

111,444 

169 

15,245 

982 

1,377 

1  he  Cesspool  Emptier  continues  to  give  good  service  not 
only  in  the  district,  but  in  helping  neighbouring  Local  Authorities. 
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February  . . 

March 

April 

May 

Tune 

July 

August 

September  . . 

October 

November  . . 

December  . . 

Month. 

38  17  - 

5  18  - 

5  10  - 

5  6  3 

5  16  2 

5  15  2 

5  13  - 

4  17  1 

Paper. 

T.  C.  Q. 

cn 

v] 

1 

3  16  2 

1  10  2 

Iron — 
Scrap. 

T.  C.  Q. 

>— ± 

i  1  1  1  ^  1  1  1  1  1  1 

Bones. 

Cwts. 

cn 

1  1  Cn  1  |  |  |  |  |  |  | 

Rags. 

Cwts. 

295 

to  to  I  OD  CO  I  Cn  Cn  bO  00  1 
C/1O1I  OO!  oocnol 

Bottles 
and  Jars. 
Dozen. 

44  10  - 
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3  16  2 

5  10  - 

6  17  1 

-  1  - 
5  16  2 
6-2 
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4  17  1 
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Disinfestation  and  Control  of  Vermin. 

Rat  Control.  The  County  Council  are  the  body  responsible 
under  the  Acts  and  Orders  for  Rodent  Control. 

Council  Undertakings.  The  contracts  made  between  the 
County  Council  and  this  Local  Authority,  together  with  business 
premises,  have  received  increased  attention.  It  could  be  said  that 
this  phase  of  the  department  is  firmly  under  control. 

As  in  previous  years  the  sewers  throughout  the  Urban 
District  were  treated  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry  of  Food. 

A  prebait  and  bait  of  sausage  rusk  and  a  poison  bait  of  2£% 
Zinc  Phosphide.  The  following  tabular  statement  gives  particulars 
of  the  treatment. 


Manholes. 

Prebait  1. 

Prebait  2. 

Poison. 

292 

C.  P.  N.T. 
18  11  263 

C.  P.  N.T. 
20  11  261 

C.  P. 

7  19 

C. — Complete  Take.  P. — Partial  Take.  N.T. — No  Take. 


Vermin  Control. 

Person.  The  eradication  of  vermin  is  undertaken  on  request 
from  the  public,  spraying  having  successfully  overcome  the  infesta¬ 
tions  reported.  There  is,  however,  some  difficulty  about  the  cleansing 
of  persons,  which  would  be  undertaken  at  W rekin  Lodge  Hospital. 

Clothes  and  Bedding.  The  disinfection  of  clothes  and  bedding 
presents  some  difficulty,  facilities  depending  on  the  goodwill  of  the 
County  Council  Hospitals,  help  is  forthcoming  when  requested,  but 
the  transport  of  persons  and  effects  are  not  always  easy.  It  may 
well  be  that  a  cleansing  station  could  be  considered  together  with 
mortuary  proposals. 

Water. 

1.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  of  which  the  District 

Council  is  the  Water  Undertaker.  Pumping  station , 
Sheriffhales,  water  extracted  from  borehole. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (1).  3,180. 

Population  served  by  (1).  10,960  (approximately) . 

2.  No.  and  source  of  water  schemes  owned  by  private  persons. 

Nil. 

No.  of  houses  served  by  (2).  Nil. 

Population  served  by  (2).  Nil. 

3.  No.  of  houses  served  by  private  wells.  Nil. 

Population  served  by  (3).  Nil. 
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4.  No.  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipe.  53. 

5.  Has  any  water  supply  in  the  district  been  unsatisfactory  in 

quality  and/or  quantity.  No. 

5a.  Chlorination.  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Ltd.,  chlorinating  plant 
with  two  hypochlorinators  one  for  injecting  chlorus  and  one 
injecting  ammonia. 

6.  Sampling. 


Supply. 

No.  of 
Bad. 
Exams. 

No.  of 
Chem. 
Exams. 

Before 

Chlorination. 

Satis¬ 

factory. 

U  nsatis- 
f actor y. 

Hilton 

Bank 

Pumping 

Station, 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Works.  None. 

8.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Water  Mains.  Extensions 

to  Church  Parade  Housing  Scheme  and  Freeston  Avenue 
Housing  Scheme. 

8a.  New  connections  to  homes,  etc.  Approximately  9. 

9.  Difficulties  met  with  during  year  in  relation  to  works  or 

mains  —  such  as  lack  of  supply,  pressure,  machinery, 
breakdowns,  etc.  Nil. 

10.  New  Water  Works  or  Water  Main  Schemes  inaugurated  or 

work  commenced.  Contracts  let  for  new  pumping  plant 
and  Buildings.  Borehole,  400  feet  deep,  completed  and 
reported  satisfactory. 

11.  General  Observations.  The  Council  are  the  water  under¬ 

takers  for  the  whole  area.  Water  is  obtained  by  pumping 
at  the  Hilton  Bank  Pumping  Station,  by  two  sets  of  well 
and  high  lift  pumps,  the  100  h.p.  electric  motor  continues 
to  give  satisfaction.  Some  460,000  gallons  are  daily 
pumped  and  pass  through  the  large  storage  tank  of 
600,000  gallons  to  supply  3,180  houses.  There  are  53 
standpipes  supplying  some  of  the  houses  in  the  district. 
There  are  no  private  undertakings  or  wells  supplying 
water  within  the  district. 

A  chlorinating  plant  made  by  Wallace  and  Tiernans 
Ltd.,  using  a  mixture  of  chlorus  and  ammonia  injects  the 
chlorinating  substance  at  source. 

The  contracts  have  been  let  for  new  pumping  plant 
and  buildings  for  the  new  borehole,  400  feet,  which  has 
been  completed  during  the  year  and  is  reported  satisfac- 
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tory  after  samples  of  water  have  been  taken.  This,  with 
the  present  pumping  plant,  will  be  capable  of  delivering 
750,000  gallons  per  day. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  for  all  authorities  in 
East  Shropshire  to  amalgamate  their  interests  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  authorities  in  the  area. 

General  Sanitary  Matters  dealt  with  during  Year. 

1.  Premises  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance  (excluding 

structural  matters).  3 

2.  New  closets  provided.  31. 

3.  Offensive  accumulations.  9. 

4.  Animals  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  1. 

5.  Smoke  nuisance.  Nil. 

6.  Nuisances  arising  from  water  courses,  ditches,  etc.  Nil. 

Ditches  cleaned  out  periodically . 

7.  Offensive  cases.  Nil. 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  Common  Lodging 

Houses  within  the  district. 

9.  Public  Lavatories.  Regularly  cleaned  out  by  the  Council 

workmen. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

1.  No.  of  sewage  works  owned  by  District  Council  (Parishes). 

Sewage  Works,  Wrockwardine  Wood  Parish.  Settlement 
tanks  and  land  filtration. 

2.  No.  of  private  sewage  disposal  works.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  dealt  with  by  these.  Nil. 

3.  No.  of  Houses  with  privies  or  pail  closets.  601. 

4.  Extensions  or  repairs  to  existing  Sewage  Works  or  Sewers. 

Sewers  extended  for  Church  Parade  Housing  Scheme  and 
Miners’  bungalows,  Freeston  Avenue. 

5.  New  schemes  for  works  or  sewers  inaugurated  during  the 

year.  Schemes  being  prepared  for  new  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  reconditioning  of  Sewers. 

6.  Difficulties,  if  any,  encountered  in  operating  works  or  sewers. 

None. 

7.  General  Observations.  During  the  year  31  houses  had  the 

conservancy  system  of  sewage  disposal  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  as  a  result  of  informal  action. 
Every  house  should  have  a  water  closet  as  an  essential 
and  to  this  end  the  greatest  possible  attention  will  be 
given. 

Whilst  no  difficulties  were  encountered  in  operating 
the  works  or  sewers,  the  Council  are  fully  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  bringing  this  service  to  cope  not  only  with 
the  present  needs  of  the  district,  but  for  allowing  for  the 
building  expansion  now  taking  place. 
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SECTION  “  D.” 

Housing. 

New  Council  Houses,  Permanent  Houses. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  schemes  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  : 

(a)  Traditional.  44. 

(b)  Prefabricated.  66. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  for  which  sites  are  prepared  in  1948.  66. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  completed.  28. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1948.  28. 

No  of  Houses  in  progress.  94. 

New  schemes  inaugurated.  44. 

Temporary  Houses. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  in  schemes  sanctioned  by  Ministry  of 
Health.  34. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  for  which  sites  are  prepared.  34. 

Sites  prepared  in  1948.  34. 

Total  No.  of  Houses  completed.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1948.  Nil. 

New  Private  Houses. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  submitted.  11. 

No.  of  plans  for  new  Houses  passed  and  licensed.  2. 

No.  of  new  Houses  completed.  3. 

No.  of  new  Houses  in  progress.  10. 

Existing  Houses. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  4  Houses 
dealt  with  as  individual  unfit  houses. 

Overcrowding. 

There  are  1,141  applications  of  persons  living  in  rooms  and 
overcrowded,  66  families  have  been  rehoused. 

Housing  Repairs. 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts.  85.  No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  180. 

No.  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  lit  by  informal 
action.  43. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  rendered  fit  after  formal  action.  Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

No.  of  Houses  requiring  repair.  Nil. 

No.  of  Houses  in  which  defects  remedied  after 
formal  action.  Nil. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Nil. 
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THE  HOUSING  MANAGER  REPORTS. 


Overcrowding. 

66  families  have  been  re-housed  during  the  year,  overcrowding 
being  abated  in  each  case. 

Council  Properties. 

The  Council  now  own  488  permanent  houses,  34  Aluminium 
Bungalows,  and  48  Temporary  Bungalows.  A  further  66  houses 
are  in  course  of  erection,  and  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  an 
additional  44  properties  has  recently  been  approved. 

A  self-contained  Housing  Department  is  in  operation.  In 
addition  to  collection  of  rents,  lettings,  etc.,  the  Department 
carries  out  repairs  and  maintenance  work  on  the  Estates  with  a 
direct  labour  organisation.  Consistent  with  the  desirability  of 
exercising  economy  with  efficiency  all  work  essential  to  the 
preservation  of  properties  is  undertaken. 

The  Council  continues  to  act  as  Agent  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  the  supervision  of  some  50  ex-army  huts  occupied  by 
families. 

With  the  Ministry’s  approval  44  huts  at  “  L  ”  Camp  are  in 
course  of  being  adapted  and  converted,  together  with  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  two  additional  dwellings  in  the  former  N.A.A.F.I. 
building,  the  outcome  of  which  will  be  considerably  improved 
living  conditions  for  the  families  concerned. 

General  Observations. 

The  provision  of  homes  for  those  persons  still  desperately  in 
need  of  same  remains  an  urgent  problem  facing  the  Authority. 
The  unfortunate  fact  is  acknowledged,  and  the  Council  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  pursue  every  possible  effort,  having  regard  to  all  cir¬ 
cumstances,  to  ensure  that  every  such  family  will  be  provided 
with  proper  housing  accommodation  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

W.  McN. 


SECTION  “  E.” 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  District  continues  to  be  served  from  the  central  abattoir 
at  Shrewsbury,  and  such  meat  is  subject  to  re-examination,  locally, 
as  required.  It  has  been  found  necessary  on  several  occasions 
to  draw  the  attention  of  drivers  and  transport  firms  to  the  lack 
of  care  devoted  to  handling  meat  in  a  hygienic  manner  laid  down 
in  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations. 

Food  Premises. 

No.  of  Premises  where  food  is  sold,  prepared  or  stored.  39. 
No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  195. 

No.  of  Premises  registered  under  Section  14  (F.  &  D.  Act, 
1938)  : — 
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(a)  Manufacture  of  meat  products.  12. 

(b)  Ice-cream  manufacturers.  4: 

No.  of  Inspections  of  above.  50. 

1.  Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  district.  8. 

2.  Number  of  Persons  Licensed  to  stun  and  slaughter  animals 

in  slaughter  houses  and  knackers’  yards.  11. 

3.  Action  taken  with  regard  to  inspections  of  slaughter  houses, 

shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is 
prepared.  Routine  visits  are  paid  to  premises  where  food 
is  prepared  and  sold.  A  higher  standard  of  hygiene  is 
becoming  apparent.  The  most  forceful  action  can  be 
attained  by  the  enlightened  demand  of  the  customers.  This 
becomes  more  apparent  as  propaganda  is  spread  by  inter¬ 
ested  bodies. 

4.  Remarks.  An  increase  in  the  number  of  slaughter  houses 

being  brought  back  to  use,  this  as  a  result  of  the  policy 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  have  cottagers  pigs  slaughtered 
under  hygienic  conditions.  Several  works  have  been 
carried  out  in  the  slaughter  houses  prior  to  the  granting 
of  a  licence. 

Ice  Cream. 

In  only  one  case  is  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  permitted 
at  a  small  factory,  which  was  built  and  equipped  by  modern 
equipment  under  the  guidance  of  this  department.  The  standard 
of  the  ice  cream  is  consistently  high,  as  indicated  by  the  reports 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  product. 

Other  traders  use  a  cold  mix  powder.  The  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  in  these  cases  has  not  called  for  any  special 
action.  Frequent  bacteriological  examination  of  products  and 
co-operation  from  the  department  appears  to  attain  the  sale  to 
the  consumer  of  a  clean  wholesome  product. 

Other  Foods  Inspection. 


Tinned  Foods  Condemned. 


No.  of 
tins. 

Miscellaneous. 

Kind  of  Food. 

No.  of 

tins. 

Meat 

17 

J  am  . .  . . 

26 

Fish 

13 

Fruit 

61 

Vegetables 

78 

Milk  . . 

41 

14 


Fresh  and  Dried  Foods  Condemned. 


Fish. 

Fruit. 

Weight 

Weight 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Kind. 

in  lbs. 

Haddock 

56 

Dates 

490 

Cod 

84 

Kippers 

168 

308 

490 

Vegetables. 

Miscellaneous. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Kind. 

Weight 
in  lbs. 

Meat  Paste 

Rusks 

Meat 

Cornflakes 

Butter 

Cornflower 

Oats 

Semolina 

Gelatine 

Pickles 

Wheat  Flakes 

(4  pkts.) 

351J 

14 

3} 

244 

91 

16f 

64 

(324  pkts.) 

Comments. 

The  inspection  of  food,  its  preparation  and  storing  is  one  of 
the  most  important  phases  of  work  in  the  Flealth  Department, 
it  may  be  invisible,  yet  one  of  the  most  positive  factors  contri¬ 
buting  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  a  community.  It  is  the 
corner  stone  in  the  building  of  the  prevention  of  ill  health,  disease 
and  unhappiness. 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  poisoning  attributed  to  unsound 
food  were  brought  to  notice  in  the  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  the  following  details  of  milk  samples  are  given. 
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No.  of  samples 
taken. 

Result  of  examination. 

Presumed 

Genuine. 

Presumed 
not  genuine. 

18 

14 

4 

The  reasons  given  for  the  non-genuine  samples  : — 

Deficient  in  fat  content  .  .  .  .  3 

Sediment  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

Legal  proceedings  were  not  instituted  in  respect  of  these 
samples  as  the  deficiencies  were  not  sufficient  to  warrant  such 
action  but  the  vendor  of  one  sample  was  cautioned  by  letter. 


Milk. 

No.  of  cowkeepers  and  milksellers  on  register.  45. 

No.  of  premises  :  Cowsheds.  10. 

Dairies.  45. 

Milkshops.  Nil. 

No.  of  above  cowkeepers  and.  milksellers  who  hold  licences 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936,  in  respect  of  : 


Tuber¬ 

culin 

Accred- 

Pasteur- 

Tested. 

ited. 

ised. 

(a) 

Establishments  of  producers 
and  bottlers 

1 

(b) 

Establishments  of  producers 
only 

(0 

Establishments  of  bottlers 
only 

2 

_ 

(d) 

Shops  and  other  premises 
not  being  the  establishment 
at  which  the  milk  is  produced 
or  bottled 

2 

(c) 

Supplementary  licences  to 
sell  milk  from  shops  or  other 
establishment  outside  the  area 
of  the  licensing  authority 

— 

— 

— 
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No.  of  inspections.  60. 


Action  taken  with  regard  to  defects  found.  Attention  was 
directed  to  the  production  of  a  pure,  wholesome  supply  and  the 
ensuring  of  cleanliness  in  existing  buildings. 


Comments. 

Legislation  foreshadows  the  transfer  of  control  of  supervision 
in  milk  production,  the  appointed  day  has  been  deferred,  yet 
another  example  of  diminishing  local  control  of  functions  intim¬ 
ately  affecting  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants. 


SECTION  “  F.” 


Factories  Act,  1937.  Part  I. 


Inspections. 

No.  on 
Regis¬ 
ter. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices. 

No.  of 
Occup¬ 
iers 
Prose¬ 
cuted. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  sections  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

55 

101 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

Total 

55 

101 

•V 

— 

— 
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Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

P  articular  s . 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Insp. 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp. 

Pro¬ 

secu¬ 

tions. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

9 

9 

_ 

_ 

. 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separated  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  “  G.” 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and  Allied 

Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  during  the  Year,  together  with  the  number  of 
Deaths  : — 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths. 

1947 

1948 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

20 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

165 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperual  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 
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Incidence  of  Disease  in  Various  Age  Groups. 


Years 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

5 

1 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

10 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

age  un¬ 
known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Total 

3 

1 

10 

10 

3 

1 

Scabies. 

No  cases  brought  to  notice  in  the  twelve  months. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1948  and  the  comparative  numbers  for  1946  and  1947  are 
as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on- 

Pulmonary  Total. 

1946 

41 

32 

27 

48  148 

1947 

46 

30 

29 

47  152 

1948 

45 

30 

29 

48  152 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary 

6 


N  on-Pulmonary 

1 


Total 

7 
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Death  Rates. 


England  and 


Oakengates. 

Wales. 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis  per  1 ,000  population 

•36 

•43 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population 

— 

•07 

Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms) 

•36 

•50 

There  were  four  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  none  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  Table,  1948. 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age 

Group. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary . 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  5 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5-15 

— -- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25-35 

1 

— 

— 

— * 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

65- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T otals 

4 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1948  was  17  males  and 
10  females.  Total,  27. 

England  and 
Oakengates.  Wales. 
Death  Rate  per  1,000,000  living  . .  2,464  1,816 


W.  A.  M.  STEWART, 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health). 


Date ,  6th  July,  1949. 
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